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Into the PRESE NT STATE of our 


DomesTICk AFFAIRS, &c. 


HEN ve reflect on the late Change 
of Affairs, when we conſider the 
Condition they were in, and the 


them ; when we remember the noble Zeal, the 
ſteady Attendance, and the indefatigable Dili= 
gence of thoſe worthy Perſons by whom theſe 
great things were brought about ; and eſpecially 
when one calls to mind the prudent Circum- 


2 of the. Parliament, the great Con- 


ſcenſion of his Majeſty, and the happy Co- 


alition of the Beſt Men of all Parties; it is na- 


tural to expect that Complaints ſhould ceaſe 
with their Cauſes, and that a general Satisfaction 
ſhould ſpread itſelf among the People, who are 
at preſent as happy as the Circumſtances of 

V B Europe 


Situation in which we now ſee 
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ſpec of being f perdily freed from thoſe <5" - 


8 W ih nothing but their apparent 


Neceffity obliges them to ” ſuffer. 'This I fay 


as the Breathings of publick Spirit, ſcek to 
raiſe a new Ferment; which may poſſibly be 
attended with political Struggles, dangerous 
alike to ourſelves and to our Neighbours. 

In ſuch Circumſtances it becomes every 


Man who has the leaſt Concern for the pub- 
lick Good, who defires to ſee himſelf and his 


Fellow-Subjects at eaſe, and would be glad to 
bury in Oblivion paſt Miſtakes, that we may 
not loſe the favourable Opportunity of im- 
proving preſent Advantages, to ſpeak his Mind 
freely, to declare his Senſe of the State Things 


are now in, and to vindicate the Characters of 


ſuch as have been moſt ungratefully attacked 
for preferring the Intereſt of their Country 
to that Pleaſure, which reſults from the Tri- 
umph of a prevailing Party over ſuch as they 
have long oppoſed. It ever there was a Seaſon 
when a private Man had a right to canvals 
publick Affairs, and to enquire into the Con- 
duct of thoſe who rule, or who affect to rule 


us, the preſent is ſurely that 5 w_ 
ave 


- 


it would be 92 to expect, and this 
would have unavoidably come to paſs, if the 
reſtleſs Temper of ſome diſappointed Men did. 
not excite them to uſe their utmoſt Endea- 

vours to diſturb the Quiet of their Country, 
and by infinuating their own private Prejudices 
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have been long in great Confuſion, and the 


Buſineſs of the Nation has ſuffer d ſeverely 
from the fierce Struggle of Party ; we are now 
within fight of the Port, and it certainly be- 
hoves all honeſt and ſenſible Men to beſtir 
themſelves in ſuch a manner, as may defeat 
the Deſigns of thoſe, who becauſe they have 
not been able to ſeize the Helm of the Com- 


monwealth, would again force us out to Sea. 


| There is without doubt a ſtrong Appearance 
of Arrogance in an obſcure Perſon's pretending 
to venture on the Examination of the Meaſures 


of a Miniſtry, which it is impoſſible he ſhould 
perfectly underſtand, or have any proper Lights 


into the Motives from which they ariſe, or 
the Conſequences that may be expected from 
them; but if I am not much miſtaken, there 
is nothing that can be called aſſuming in the 
taking to pieces ſuch Diſcourſes, as private 
Men have thrown out to prevent our Diviſions 
from: being healed, and to throw the Nation 


again into Debates, We may not, till Time 


has ſhewn the Juſtice or Injuſtice of their 
Purſuits, be able to judge whether ſuch as have 
had the Direction of our Affairs have deſerved 
the Truſt repoſed in them ; but we may eafily 
diſcern, whether the Reaſons offer'd to induce 
us to cabal againſt them, and to diſtreſs them 
in the Management of that Power which is 
committed to them by our Conſtitution, are 
weighty enough to free us from the Imputa- 
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F 
tion of Faction, which is the heavieſt that 
can fall on any part of a free People. 
It is juſtly obſerved, that when a Man deals 
much in general Expreſſions, he does it with 
a View to cover ſomething which his Intereſt 
obliges him to conceal; and to this, in a great 
meaſure, I attribute that pompous Flow of 
Words, which ſo eminently diſtinguiſh ſome 
late Pieces, where, if we are not captivated by 
Sound, the Senſe will never perſuade us. But 
as I have no Views of this fort, I write my 
own Sentiments plainly, and having no Direc- 
- tion from the Great, no defire to make my 
Court to them, I ſhall freely and fairly ſtate 
what I oppoſe, and what I recommend, and 
ſhall then exhibit the Grounds which have led 
me to believe that ſome Propoſitions may be 
dangerous, and that others muſt be falutary 
for this Nation. In doing this, I ſhall avoid 
all perſonal Reflection, for I thank God Tam 
at enmity with no Man; and, as far as I can, 
all perſonal Panegyrick, the too free Applica- 
tion of which I take to have been one of the 
Cauſes of our late Misfortunes, fince it had a 
natural Tendency to turn People's Heads, and 
to incline them to value themſelves on their 
own Importance, rather than on the Service 
they did their Country, which however is the 
only Title to Praiſe that any Man ſhall have 
with me. HE hi 
We have lately heard it afſerted, that though 
the Adminiſtration be changed, the Cauſes of 
Oppoſition remain, and great pains have been 
taken 
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15 . 8 
taken to talk the People of England into an 
Opinion of their being bound to be as jealous 
of the preſent Miniſtry, who have done no- 
thing that can be tortured into an Offence, as 
of any other; and it has been held forth as 
true and eſſential Patriotiſm, to diſlike and op- 
poſe ſuch as but the other day were eſteemed 
the beſt Patriots in the Kingdom. This is the 
Doctrine that I think unreaſonable, unjuſt, 
and abſolutely inexpedient for us to embrace 
as a free People, as a People on whom the 
Eyes of all Europe are turned at preſent; be- 
cauſe their Liberty depends as ſtrongly on our 


Conduct, as our own. On the other hand, 


the Principle J eſpouſe is this, That all the Par- 
ties into which we are faid to be divided, have, 
ſo far as they reſpect Publick Good, juſt grounds 
to be ſatisfied with the Conduct of thoſe at the 
Helm, that they ought to be grateful to them 
for what is paſt, ſhould think themſelves bound 
in Duty and Intereſt to ſupport them for the 
future, or at leaſt ſhould deteſt the Thoughts 
of diſtreſſing them, as it would be returning 
Evil for Good, and ſetting a bad Precedent to 
ſucceeding Times, in which few will ven- 
ture to ſerve their Country rather than them- 
ſelves, if they are ſure to ſee their Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs repaid by exceffive Abuſe. ' 

In treating theſe Subjects, I ſhall firſt exa- 
mine what has been offered on the other fide ; 
for as moſt of their Managers pretend to ex- 
traordinary Skill in the Art of political Alterca- 

tion, 
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don, and frequently profeſs themſelves confis 
dent that their Cauſe is 4 perfectly right that it 
15 impoſſible for any Man who attends to what 
they ſay to have any doubts about it; if I there 
fore can ſhew that OT of their Arguments 


are Sophiſms, that they often aſſert Falſhoods, 


and frequently fall into 4 ble Abſurdities, I 
{ball then carry my Point * ffectually : for I 
cannot believe that when the Foundation 1s 
taken away, the Superſtructure can hang in 
the Air; or that the People to whom they 
addreſs themſelves, will be governed in Matters 
of ſuch Importance by a Torrent of warm Lan- 

age, -and that Flow of Neclamation which 
— lately grown into faſhion with our fine 


| Speakers. An Oppoſition that is juſtifiable - 


muſt be built upon Facts, not Words; and Men 
are to be governed in their Conduct towards 
their Superiors by Evidence rather than Suſpi- 


cion; ſince if we wait for an unſuſpected as 


well as guiltleſs Miniſtry, before we reſolve to 
be quiet, there is nothing plainer than that our 


Diſputes will ſubſiſt as long as we are a People. 


The firſt Contradiction of which I fhall 
take notice, is that which runs through the 


whole, and is indeed the Foundation of the 


preſent Diſpute. It is this, that ſometimes the 
late Oppoſition is treated as a Coalition of Par- 
ties, and then a Man's reſorting to his former 


Principles: is treated as a Breach of Honour and 


a Crime. At others, this Coalition is abſolutely 
diſavow'd ; it is acknowledged that Whigs and 
3 Tories 
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Tories acted together ſo far; and fo far only, as 
their Views coincided 3 and upon this Principle 
the Tories are juſtified in their Conduct on the 
Motion; nay, they are commended for it, as 
ſhewing by that Meaſure how +idiculous à Fl. 
= pure their Confederates would make if left to 
= rhemſehves. But it is plain, that if there had 
been any ſuch Coalition, it muſt have been by 
the coming over of the Tories to Whig Prin- 
ciples; for upon theſe the late Oppoſition was 
built, as the Whigs always aſſerted, and as the 
Tories themſelves confeſſed in the very Buſineſs 
of the Motion. So that taking the Thing in this 
light, no Imputation can be fixed on ſuch, as 
though they were concerned in the late Oppo 
ſition, have lately taken Places, and wirn 
Change of Circumſtances have made a proper 
Change in Conduct, which was the End they 
purſued, But then again, if there was no ſuch 
Coalition, if Gentlemen on both ſides Went as 
far as they could together, then neither are to 
be blamed for leaving the other where their 
Roads parted; and if the Tories were in the 
right, in ſhewing the old Whigs how ridicu- 
lous a Figure they made, when left to them - 
felves, I cannot underſtand why the Whigs 
ſhould be thought in the wrong for uniting a- 
gain, and leaving the high Tories ro male as 
ridiculous a Figure in their turn. KEE 
But how juſt and coneluſive ſoever this 
Reaſoning may be, I am thoroughly perſuaded 
that many Gentlemen acted in the late Oppo⸗ 
ſition 
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ſition without any reſpect to Party Principles 
at all, but from a pure Deſign to purſue, as 


try, and to fix the preſent Eſtabliſhment on 
own, there war no reaſon that they ſhould 


- theſe Gentlemen for a thing reaſonable in it- 


of an accidental Junction againſt thoſe whom 
they left, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 


F*x + 


far as they were able, the Good of their Coun- 


the firmeſt Baſis. If in ſuch a Purſuit they 
found a great Body of Men ready to concur 
with them, from Motives different from their 


either deſpiſe or decline their Aſſiſtance ; nor 
in all our political Diſputes, is there any In- 
ſtance of ſuch a Conduct. So that to blame 


ſelf, and juftified by frequent Practice, is a 
harſh and groundleſs Cenſure. But to purſue 
this Matter a little farther : If theſe Gentle- 
men had perſiſted in the pretended Coalition, 
and had reſolved never to part from thoſe with 

whom they once went along, the Conſequences *: 
muſt have been deſerting their own Principles, 
and eſpouſing an oppoſite Party for the fake 


hey preferred the Publick Good to the Views 
of that Party. whoſe Opinions they otherwiſe 
eſteemed. For is it not notorious, that the 
Tories have been in an uniform Courſe of Op- 
poſition for upwards of the fourth Part of a 
Century, and have conſtantly thought all Mi- 
niſtries in the wrong, ſince the Acceſſion of 
the preſent Royal Family to the Throne ? How 
then could Whigs, or how could Gentlemen, 
who, from a dilintereſted Reſpect to the 1 * 
| C 
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lick Service had detached themſelves Gr all 


Parties, go on with theſe Men to the end, 


without embracing their Notions, and forſak- 
ing their own? Or upon what juſtifiable 


grounds they could have done this, I ſhould 
be glad if one of theſe great Wits would ſhew 
us. There is Senſe, there is Juſtice, there is 


Honeſty, in concurring with Men who viſibly 


aim at a laudable End, tho' they may not do 
it upon laudable Motives; but when the End 


they ſeem to aim at may be eaſily gained, and 


theſe People ſtop ſhort, or are for turning back, 
there can be no good Cauſe aſſigned why o- 
ther Folks ſhould prefer their Humour to their 
own Principles and the Intereſt of the Publick ; 
and this is the very caſe here, as appears from 


the wiſeſt Men on both fides having concur- 


red in taking the fame ſtep, and leaving others 


to take their own way. 


The fame People, with the like or rather 


greater Impropriety, repreſent to us a certain 


great Aſſembly in very different lights. Some- 
times they are furious Enemies to all Depen- 
dance there, and would have us believe that 
the Nation can never be free, if any Man who 
ſits there has the leaſt Influence upon another. 
When they are in this humour, they eſtimate 
every Man's Honeſty by the Warmth he ex- 
preſſes for this Notion, and fix their Judgment 


as to the Rectitude or Iniquity of Laws by the 


Tendency they have to ſupport or to deſtroy 
this Freedom of thinking, ſpeaking, and vot- 
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tentively confider this Inconſiſtency. 


Gentlemen fay they have changed 


thing effential to 4 Britiſh 
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1 11 a certain place. Vet all of a udden ö 
wh 


en the contrary Scheme ſuits their purpoſe 
Better, Seglern are arralgned for not in- 
flaencing that Aſſembly. A Riglit Honourable, 
and now a Noble Perſon, is treated with very 


free Languape; for not dictating to his Equials _ 
in that fort of Style that would have ſuited 
ſome People's Purpoſes, He ſpoke formerly to 


pleaſe them, but now they would have us be- 
lebe he ſpoke to pleaſe himſelf, Let us at- 
If every 

Man is free to ſpeak his Sentiments, why do 
theſe new-faſhioned Patriots blame Gant ante 


for making uſe of this Freedom ? But theſe 
their Sen- 


timents: Be it fo, eben this is a Mark of that 


Freedom which His been contended for as a 
Repreſentative ; 3 


and your finding fault with it is a plain Proof 
that it is Conformity to your own Notions, 


and not really Independency or Freedom of 


Opinion properly ſo called, for Which you are 
ſo zealous. c think a Man free, ſo long 
as he thinks as you do; but the Moment he 
follows his own Reaſon, and thereby ſhews 
his Freedom, you ſet up a clamour againſt 
him, as if ke Had committed ſome mighty 
Crime. Again, if his Diſcourſe perſuades 
thoſe who hear him, you complain of his go- 

verning that Aſſembly, charge 
ing and influencing them; 


after, when you couſider the thing 1 11 another 
light, 


him with lead 
and immediately 
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light, you condemn him as eagerly,” for nat 
ſpeaking in another tone, — applying the 
Force of his Eloquence, to further your Fa- 


yourite Purpoſes. © Thus hurried away by your 
Own Prejugices, you forget the 1 7 Maxims 
upon which you pretend to @ &, and 1n the 
Heat of your Reſentment tear a Man's Charac- 
ter to pieces, While at the fame time you 
make ſuch Conceſſions as ſhew that he ly Fe 
very Man you gught to applaud ; for ſurely 
the true Patriot is he, who without Refi 
either to Favour from above, or Cenſutre from 
below, purſues what his Reaſon teaches him 
to be right, and acts ſteadily for the Service of 
his Country, though it ſhould expoſe ; hind to 
his Countrymen's Diſlike. 
I know it may be faid, I know it has been 
ſaid, that the Caſe is otherwiſe in fac 
in che laſt Seſſions one Set of Men were go- 
verned by this Body, and another by that ; 
but I mult confeſs, I look upon this to be both 
a wicked and a weak Inſinuation. If Men 
bid: been ſo entirely governed by Intereſt, or 
were ſo eaſy to be wrought on by Intrigue, 1 
cannot conceive how fuch great Alterations 
were brought about, or how ſuch a Multiplicity 


of Diviſions could Happen, as afterwards took 


place. But if it was fo, if there was really 
any ſuch kind of Influence, then thoſe who 
are now in Power, have taken the moſt effec- 
tual Method to break it. Had they cruſhed 
one Party purely to raiſe another, they had 
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chang d the Kind of Influence-indeed ; but 
the thing had been ſtill the fame, Men are 
not made free by going from one Maſter to 
another, but by being left Maſters of them- 
ſelves, which is the caſe here. The preſent 
Miniſtry are ſo properly poiſed, that the Na- 
tion has all things to expect from their con- 
curring in right Meaſures, and very little to 
fear from their ſupporting each other in wrong. 

Another Abſurdity into which theſe Cenſurers 
of other Men's Conduct frequently run, is their 
ſuppoſing that all who entered into the late 
Oppoſition were Root and Branch Men, that 
is to ſay, determined to ſtick at nothing which 
might deſtroy the late Adminiſtration, and to 
be content with nothing leſs than their total 
Deſtruction. Upon this Suppoſition they fre- 
quently argue, and to ſay the truth, upon any 
other Suppoſition, they could bring no Charge 
at all againſt ſuch as are in Power at preſent. 
Vet this is mere Invention, a Story which they 
have ſo often told, that I muſt confeſs I am 
of opinion, that many of them believe it. 
But ſurely neither the Aſſertion, nor the Belief 
of a Fact can eſtabliſh the 'Truth of it. Ma- 
ny of the Gentlemen who have lately taken 
Places, declared frequently that they oppoſed 
Meaſures and not Men, which was a Declara- 
tion very proper for Patriots to make, ſince 
an obſtinate Reſolution to perſecute Men in 
Power without any reſpect to their Meaſures, 
is a thing the fartheſt in the World from Pa- 


triotiſm. 
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triotiſm. Several of theſe Gentlemen did more, 

they actually concurred in ſuch Meaſures as 
= they thought right, though taken by Men 
from whom in their Sentiments of publick 
Affairs they moſtly differed. There is there- 
fore no colour of Reaſon for aſcribing their 
late Conduct to any other Motives, than thoſe 

2 which regulated their former Conduct. It 

was their Principle to oppoſe what they thought 
Wrong, and to concur with what they thought 
Right; if therefore they laid hold of a fa- 
vourable Opportunity for ſetting all things 
right, and for ſecuring them from ever going 
wrong, in what have they done amiſs ? How 
have they deſerted their Principles ? What 
*Z Grounds have they given for bringing any 
Charge againſt them? | 5 
I have been the more careful in ſtating | 
2X theſe political Contradictions, becauſe the can- 
did Conſideration of them will go a great 
way in ſetting People's Notions right, and in 
diſpelling thoſe Clouds which ſome Folks have 
taken ſo much pains to raiſe, in order to ob- 
ſcure their Neighbours Underſtandings. Po- 
Z pular Prejudices are eaſily excited, and as ea- 
ſily kept alive; a malicious Infinvation is with | 
great Facility convey'd into vulgar Minds, and 
the natural Suſpicion which the Bulk of a free ; 
Nation are-but too apt-to entertain of the In- 


; tentions of thoſe who. rule them, may be 
| heightned by a little Management into a ri- 
, XZ veted Averſion; but it is a very difficult thing g 
5 | 8 
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by overturning the | 


: Prejudices © on which — are grounded; and 


this therefore muſt be my excuſe to the Rea- 
der for having dwelt ſo long upon theſe Points, 
which are however Obey nk within the Com- 
pals of his Appre henſion, and therefore it is 
ampotible = me to deceive him, unleſs he 
anclines to deceive himſelf, I ſuhmit all I have 
faid to a fair Enquiry, let him compare it 
with What has — id by others, Jet him 
weigh the Facts that are admitted on both 
Gate; and let him then decide as the Nature of 
the Evidence, and his own good Senſe directs. 
But let him remember that it is his duty to 
make uſe of theſe Precautions, and not to 
bring in his Verdict againſt the Governours of 
his Country according to his own Whim, or 


in Compliance with the Whims of other 


Men. 

But to enter a little into particulars. Some 
People affect to lay great Streſs on the Con- 
duct of certain Gentlemen with reſpect to the 


Weſtminſter Election, and on the Behaviour . 
of a Noble Perſon in particular. That Matter - 


is pretty generally known, and moſt of the 
Circumſtances relating to it have fallen un- 
der the Cognizance of all who have given 
themſelves the trouble to examine thoroughly 
into late Tranſactions. By all that I could 


ever learn, that Buſineſs was carried on with 
Heat on one fide, as well as Violence on the 


At the time it was carrying on, thoſe 


other, 
who 


1 


who are nowy faid to have been too cool in 
the Proſecution of it, were aſſerted to have 
little Hand in it; and this I believe to be 
true. Vet in the way of publick Juſtice, and 
where the Rights of the Electors could be 
L aſſerted, thoſe who are now fo much 
 blained, took their Share, and by ſo doing 
| 3 & brou ght it to that Deciſion, which has been 
ſo much boaſted of by ſome who could have 
Kone little without ſuch Aſſiſtance. There yr 
= m Difference between - proſecuting an 
3 2 all the Heat of Rafe gur and 
eſpouſing it out of a true Concetn for publick. 
Wo: and therefore we need not wonder if 
ach as confider'd it only in this light, did 
not go all the Lengths that fuch Men expect 
Ya, as view'd it in the other, and were per- 
Haps intereſted in the event. It is a Point al- 
Yow'd to have been manag'd with great Dili- 
gence and Dexterity on both ſides ; and I be- 
ſlieve all who are thoroughly acquainted with 
4 the Deciſion it met with, will admit that 
E chose who have been lately fo uggeſted to have 
cool d unſeaſonably in that Affair, were in rea- 
Wy. the very Perſons who brought It to an 
Iſſue. They acted whe ns as they acted in all 
4 1 with Decency and Circumſpection, 
= they manifeſted/a juſt Zeal for Freedom in 
; j Elections, for the Cenſure of undue - Influence, 
1 and for the inflicting ſuch Puniſhments as 
ö were proper to render it a fit Precedent for 
Geceeding Times; and — for this they: 
deſerved 
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Re eſpe Gar Praiſe, or at leaſt oug ht to has 
” ed Cenſure even from ſuch as were for 
going further, ſince by their Abilities and Cha- 
racters, they, were enabled to go ſo tar, 
If im ſome complicated Points which aroſe / 
in the Examination of that Affair, and which 
were of ſo delicate a Nature, that the Pub- 
lie was in equal Danger from haſty ſteps on 
either Side, they ſhew'd much Tendematßz 
and became Advocates for Moderation; this 
only ſhews that they were Maſters of them 
ſolves: and not hurried away by their Paſſions ;. 
happy will it be for this Nation, if in all fu-., 
ture Caſes of a like Nature, ſuch prudent Men 
are found, who inſtead of puſhing Matters to 
Extremity, and thereby ſetting one part of te 
Government againft the other, are content to 
remove a pręſent Evil without 'making 'way' 
for another, which may have worſe Effects. 
It is an eaſy matter to gratify our Reſentments 
but a very laudable, though a very difficult 3 
thing, to reſtrain the Gratfieitidn of them for 
the 3 of Con ſeque nces which may prove 6 | 
prejudicial to the Publick: And this is all I, 
ſhall ſay on a Subject, on which I am ſorry I' 
have been obliged to ſpeak at all. m 
The Buſineſs of Elections is another Topick 14 
of Cenſure, and another Inſtance of the Dif- 
ficulty a Man lies under, who undertakes to 
{et things theſe: People have embarraſſed in a. 
proper Light. Without doubt there cannot 
be a Subject more unfit for publick * 7 
| 3 than 
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uot than this; thoſe Wo. are . with the 
p Hiſtory of our Conſtitution, know very well 

a 

1 what ſtruggles there have been as to the Right 


oc judging of Elections, how many plauſible 
h things have been ſaid on both ſides, and what 
ſtrong. Objections have been raiſed from the 
paſſionate Conduct of Parties in this Affair, 
8. where certainly, if it were poſſible to exclude 
„it, Party ought to have nothing to do. But 
teſe are Niceties never thought of by warm 
Writers, who are for leaping over all things 
to carry a preſent Point, though perhaps 0 
any diſcerning Perſon the carrying this very 
Point, appears detrimental to their Intereſt, 
IF The Deſire of Victory, the Heat of Prejudice, 
the Thirſt of trampling on all Oppoſition, hur- 
EZ ries ſome Men on, and excites in them an in- 
* diſtinguiſhing Averſion to all who are not as 
2X heedleſs and haſty as themſelves. If this were 
not the, Caſe, ſurely nothing had ever been. 
XX faid or inſinuated about the Steps taken in 
the laſt Seſſions, as to Elections, but we muſt 
take things as we find them; and fincea great 
deal has been faid, it is neceſlary that ſome 
| Anſwer ſhould be given. 
It is certain that the Grounds on which the 


= 2 Houſe of Commons claim the Deciſion of all 
f * = Diſputes on this Head, is the ſecuring the 


Freedom of Eleckions, and preſerving the 
Rights of the People, on which the Freedom, 
and indeed the very Being of that Houſe, de- 
pends. Hence it t appears that the judging in 
D EfeGions 


*-N 
9 * 4 =o # 
_— 
+ $M 4 
3 = 
_— =; 
| 
4 fy +: - 4 
_ : © 
; * 
de vs ! 
* 33 
4 .z , 
ö 232 
12 * 
* wn * "2 
* A þ 
f 8 7 
> WS : | 
_ , 
© | * 
— U . 
» g 
\ ? 
5 U 
» 9 U 
4 FF 2 
— = 
1 , #1 : 
| Fi 
5 | 
1 
i 9 
= 1 
% : FT. 
WF: | 
N 1 
£ L . : 0 
k 5 4+) 5 
þ ö i» . 
* '+ \ $ 
4 ft 4 i 4 
4 
« *. " 
EW 
: * 
—— 
* mw 
b "FS 
| 73 
1 4 
0 1 
0 * 
4 > 
WE) +. 
| þ A. FE. ; 
£748: 
1 , 
+, l 
r b 1. 
11 
= : 
FEY 
{ LF 2 
WF 
ö . 
0 *? 
b 1 
1 
7 FE: ' 
4 11 3 
q 1 
2 1 
4 4 - 
4 9 
1 a» 
4 £ G 
; : 
& 1 
7 1 2 
8 3 1 
1 
0 1 
® 4 
©. 15 
£$ 13 
"FH : 
11 
: Ss „ 
| . 18 . 
= l ; 
FRE . 
"4 * FL ' 
£4 © j 
© INJ 
3&7 
1 
4 * V7 
Y 4% 
- = 
= 7. 
I * 
1 4 
5 77 
— #1 1 
= b 
_ 5 
q , y 
45 | I 
1 19 
153 
4% f 
7] * 
* » 4.4 
A] o q 
"FD 
BE — 
„ * „ 
3. \ 4 
4 , 
* 1 
1 
1 7 9 
1 
14 .- 4 
+4 * 
1 ; 
1 ” . 
= : 4 
6 . 
4 4 ©) 
©} ; 
4 i : 
x q: * 
q - \ 3 1 
1 #* J 
2 14 : 
S 4 * 
yy ; 4 
WT: N 
N ; + .F' 
7 1 
: 1 
1 
. 
3 'T 3 
1 
* 1 4 
1 = 
1 N 
'Z 7.9% 
& , 34 , * 
- þ ; 
4 
In 
F * 
1 
1 
2 y 
8 9 
mk 
7 
7 
7 4 , 
Md | 
0 . 
BP; 
7 . 


q 

f 

| 
1. 

5 

F 


* — 
, * — 
* . 
—— Es OR 
as, au - 
— — 


1 
— 


EXE . 
\ — - * * -, ba 
— — — 
—— 2 
e — vg <a Rd 
” 2 * _—_ 
* 
RES 4 A c Favs: 
: . 


Eleclons 5 7s a Truſt of the hi gheſt Nature au 


Privileges, and with a View to nothing but di- 
ſtinguiſhing in controverted Elections which is 


every real Lover of his Country, every fincere 


_ 


(a). 


the ſuperiour Prerogative of That Houſe. It 
likewiſe appears, that they are bound to Execute 
it with the ſtricteſt Regard to the People's 


their Choice. If ever theſe Rules are at all 
infringed, it is a high Violation not only of 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of Parliament, by 
which in their Judicature they are certainly 
bound; but intrenches alſo very deeply on the 
Rights of their Conſtituents, and muſt have 
the moſt immediate Tendency to the Deſtruc- 
tion of our excellent Conſtitution. This being 
the Caſe, we may be ſure eyery true Patriot, 


[59/18 ta the Conſtitution muſt have a great 
ncern for whatever relates to this Matter, 
and muſt have very ſtrong Apprehenfions if 
he ſees the leaſt Grounds to ſuſpect that any 
Deciſions relating to it are governed by other 
Motives than thaſe of ſtrict and impartial Ju- 
ſtice. Such, I fay, muſt be the Situation 8 
Men, who, when is ſpeak warmly. for the 
Rights and Liberties of the People, mean what 
they ſay, and make a Conſcience of what the ey. & 
profeſs; and therefore we need not wonder if 
ſuch Men are very tender, and extremely cir- 


cumſpect as to Proceedings 'of this Nature, even : 


where the Biaſs might be in their favour, and | 
a preſent Advantage might arife by 3 


from theſe ſtrict Rules, I fay we cannot won 
der 
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ſet the Matter forth. They repreſent the Buſi- 


Complaint; why truly they would have us 


1 


het becauſe when they act chus, ep 
act conformable to their Principles. > 
But now let us ſee how theſe People have 


neſs of Election as a mere Struggle of Parties, 
an Affair managed with great Art and Addreſs 
on both fides, and go ſo far as to point out 
thoſe Errors in Conduct, which, according to 
their Senſe of the Matter, loſt the late Admi- 
niſtration their Power in this reſpect. They tell 
us, and without any great Mark of Reſent- 
ment; the Maxim was, 10 Quarter in Elec- 
tions; nay, they ſeem to inſinuate that this 
Maxim ſhould have been adopted, and that 
when the Oppoſition died they ſhould 
have ſhewn as little Mercy as they received. 
Good God, what a Scene is this to expoſe to 
the People | If there be any Truth in it, what 
muſt they think, what can they hope; what 
have - not to fear? If there be none, how 
daring the Aſſertion? But fince we profeſs to 
argue on, their own Principles, let us ſuppoſe 
what I hope never was or will be true, that 
things are as they ſtate them, Let us next 
ſee what. it is on which they ground their 


believe that ſuch Gentlemen were grievouſly 
faulty, as gave. a Check to their Career in de- 
ciding Elections, when in the Opinion of theſe 
People, the Current was on their Side. A ſtrange 
Charge this, of which it is as dangerous to ſhew 
the Innocence of thoſe who are accuſed, as it 

53535 R_—_—_ 


5 1 2 1 


(2) 


would be out of reſpe& to the Honour of e. 
Parliament, to decline faying any thing more 0 
on ſo invidious a Topick. However, let us | p 
dare all things for the ſake of Truth, and that . pe 
we may open the Eyes of the People. 1 
I matters were really come to ſuch a paſs, co 
if things of ſuch high Concern to the People -D 
of Britain, were ſo far declined from their ri 


original Inſtitution, then certainly the righteſt P 
Step that true Patriots could take, was to gain XF -to 
ſuch a Pauſe, as that Party- fury might have tine 

to ſubſide, and Gentlemen might have leiſure 
to grow cool before they came again to act as 
Judges. We know by Experience that the 
beſt, the wiſeſt, the moſt virtuous and he- 
roick Actions may be attributed thro* Spleen 
and Envy to ſiniſter Motives ; but when the 
Publick receives the Benefit of ſuch tranſcen- 
dent Acts of Generoſity and Goodneſs, it is 
ſurely a Point of Gratitude to do fo much 
Juſtice to their Authors, as to own the Up- 
rightneſs of their Intentions, and not endeavour 
to cancel a Benefit which can ſcarce ever be 
requited, by pretending to doubt with what 
Deſign it was done. On the Face of the 
thing, as they themſelves have been at pains to 
ſet it out, this-was the faireſt, indeed it was 
the only Method by which this Evil could 
be ſtopp'd : for if the fame Violence had been 
miſtaken for Merit in one Party, which is 
juſtly imputed as the higheſt Iniquity to ano- 8 
ther, the Nation had been deliver d up for 


ever 


n 
ever to Faction, and all Hopes of recovering 
our Conſtitution had been totally loſt. I beg 
pardon for the Heat, with which I have ex- 
preſſed myſelf ; but I ſpeak like a private Man, 
who have no hopes but from the Well-being 
of my Country, and had rather live all my 
Days in Obſcurity while we remain free, than 
5 4 riſe by the recommending the Schemes of any 
Party which would ſacrifice the Publick Good 
to the Deſire of being uppermoſt. | 
2 As I do not pretend to be at all in the Secrets 
of either ſide, ſo I confider only at preſent 
the Nature of the Charges brought againſt the 
= naw Miniſtry, as they are ſtated by the Advo- 
X cates for a new Oppoſition, and the Probability 
there is of their having any Truth in them. 
Many Concluſions are drawn from the Conſent 
given by certain Gentlemen to an Adjournment 
XZ or two; and yet I think there has been no- 
thing offer'd on that head, which can afford 
any Grounds of Diſpleaſure to the Britiſh 
Nation. The Parliament had then fat a con- 
fiderable time, the Affairs of the Publick were 
at a kind of Criſis, the Proſpect was equally 
dark at home and abroad, we were on the 
7 'pointof falling into Confuſion here, and Things 
were in no ſmall diſorder there; France ſeem- 
cd ſecure of carrying her Point every where, 
and nothing was wanting to convert this ſeem- 
ing into a real Security, but the breaking 
3 out of any Diſturbance here. I mean by Di- 
ſturbances ſuch ſanguine Diſputes about our 
> £2 domeſtick 
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domeſtick Concerns, as might entirely have 
taken up the Thoughts of our National Coun- 
eil, and have put it out of the Power of the 
Miniſtry, whoever they were, to pay fuch an 
Attention to foreign Affairs as the State they 
were then in required. Things being thus cir- 
cumſtanced, I 8 gladly know, what Mea- 
ſure could be more proper for true Patriots to 
take, than that which put a preſent ſtop to 
our domeſtick Feuds, and thereby afforded 
time to find out and apply 1 propereſt 
means for putting an abſolute and final end to 
them. Such a Courſe as this myſt naturally 
give diſtaſte, to Party-Men, who diflike all 
moderate Meaſures, and are for carrying every 
thing by dint of Vote, in order to render them 
ſelves of more Importance. That the Conduct 
of theſe Gentlemen therefore ſhould expoſe 
them to the Rage and Reſentment of the high 
Tories, and all their Abettors, is not at all 
ſtrange, but ought rather to be eſteemed: cer- WO 
tain and natural; the only Wonder is, how 
theſe Men can be weak enough to fancy they zz 
are able to infuſe their Paſſions into the Bulk 
of the People, and bring them to believe, that 
thoſe who prevented France from gaining per- 
haps the ſingle Point that ſtood between her 
— 1 univerſal Monarchy were Enemies to Bri- 
tain. This, I ſay, is the Wonder; and a Won- 
der it would be. if they ſhould carry their 
Point; the Cardinal might then again reſume 
bis Schemes, toment freſh Quarrels here, and 
1 thereby 
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thereby diſſolve that Confederacy, which ſeems 
to be forming to effect what the laſt would 
have done, if the Friends of the new Oppo- 


ſition had not found a way to break it. This is 


a fair, this is a true Account of thoſe Adjourn- 
ments; to them we owe the Harmony of 
ſucceeding Councils, and to theſe their well- 
concerted Meaſures which have ſhewn the 


PFalſhood of thoſe Repreſentations that made 
our Caſe deſperate, and have in ſo ſhort a Space 


raiſed Great Britain to her proper Station, and 
once more put the Balance of Power into her 


In order to be convinced, that what I have 


offered is Truth and not Invention, or an 
XX artful Apology contrived to colour the Actions 
of any Set of People, let us conſider what the 
= conſequences would have been of 'a contrary 
Behaviour. If upon the firſt Turn of Affairs 
| 1 1 ai Impeachment had followed, and a general 
and thorough Change, as theſe People would 


have had it, the Nation maſt neceſſarily have 
ſuffered, and it muſt have been a long time, 


1 a very long time before our Affairs could have 
been put into any tolerable Order. The Im- 
ßpeachment muſt have been grounded upon an 


Enquiry, and that Enquiry could not have 
been the Work of a Day ; yet, while it ſub- 
ſiſted, the Government would have been at a 
full ſtand, and very little reſpe& paid to the 
Orders of thoſe, who, perhaps, before thoſe 
Orders came to hand, might have been in the 


State 


— pe a—— _ — 
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State of Criminals, | All this was avoided by a 
prudent Change, which ſecured the Buſineſs of 
the Nation from any Stop, while theſe Affairs 
were put into a proper Train of Examination. 
But then, ſay they, what if this Enquiry might 
have been ſpared, what if an Impeachment. 
had been grounded on what appeared to the 
Houſe from their own Journals, and was conſi- 
ſtent with the Knowledge of the Members 
themſelves ? To which I anſwer, That even in 
the Ferment things were then in, ſuch an Im- 
peachment could hardly be obtained; ſince we 
can ſcarce imagine that the high Tories, wha 
left the old Whigs to make a moſt ridiculous 
Figure by deſerting them on the Motion, 
would on the very ſame Evidence which they 
then rejected, have voted an Impeachment ; 
and if they had, this muſt have been ſupport- 
ed by legal Evidence; the Votes of their own 
Houſe and the Knowledge, that is, the Opi- 
nion of their own Members, would not have 
ſatisfied ſuch as were to have been the Judges 
on that Impeachment. So that after all there 
muſt have been a Committee to have pre- 
pared Evidence, which would have been e- 
quivalent to a Committee of Enquiry, and pro- 
duced the very ſame Effects. 

Now, while all this had been doing, and 
Motions every day making to examine into 
State-Papers, and to bring the moſt ſecret Cor- 
reſpondencies into the hands of all the World, 

I would be glad to know how any. Negocia- 
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tions could have been carried on, what Weight 
our Miniſters could have had abroad, or how | 
the mighty things could have been. brought 
about, which have ſo much changed the Face 
of Affairs for the better. The Parliament 
might indeed have ſhewn a Readineſs to affiſt 
her Hungarian Majeſty, the King and the Na- 
tion might have earneſtly deſired to carry this 
into execution; but if Matters of ſuch Length 
and of ſuch Importance as an Impeachment, or 
ſeveral Impeachments, had occupied the 
Thoughts of the Senate, it would have been 
no eafy matter to have found time for taking 
a proper care of any thing elſe. Reaſon makes 
this probable, and if we conſult Experience, 
k | we may be ſatisfied that it mult have been fo, 
even on a Suppoſition that all things had gone 
ret in this Road, and the Impeachments 
met with the ſame Complaiſance above and 
below. The French Miniſters would have had 
3 all this time to themſelves, and how well they 
Ta have employed it in the North, in Tay, 
= Germany, and Holland, we may eafily gueſs. 
4 hus it is put in the power of every Man of 
common Senſe to judge, which of theſe Plans 


| . as beſt, which the moſt expedient for the 


Service of this Nation and the common Safety 
of Europe, the Facts are ſuch as cannot be diſ- 
p puted, the Conſequences every Man muſt fee 
would naturally have followed; and therefore 
if he has regard to Evidence, he cannot be at 
Ja loſs to decide upon this Queſtion, 

3 | E | If 
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If it ſhould be enquired, why in ſo plain a 
caſe as I make it, there ſhould: be ſo many diſ- 
fatisfed, the Anſwer will not be hard to find. 
There were Numbers diſappointed in their 
Hopes, Numbers check d in the Career of 
their Reſentment, and Numbers forced to alter 
their Views, which entirely reſpected ſuch 
a Scene of Confuſion. No wonder therefore if 
theſe People were angry; and being angry what 
wonder if they clamoured. Such as had joined 
the Oppoſition, in hopes of Places, and thought 
themſelves ſure of ſeizing: them, might well 
1 be vexed; ſuch as had devoted Men they ha- 
WH ted to Deſtruction, might be out of humour, Mt 
110 when they ſaw this was not to be effected bj 
Wt | mere Will and Pleaſure ; ſuch as had projected 
1 to themſelves an Eſtabliſhment in the new Mt 
World that was to emerge out of this Chaos, 
might be not a little diſpleaſed at ſeeing part 
of the old Form remain. But what is all this 
to the Nation, what to the grand End of the 
Oppoſition, that we ſhould be better governed, 
and not that we ſhould change our Governors: 
Is it poſſible to believe, that all things would 
have been ſet right, merely by turning out at 
once ſuch as were in? Or if this was not the 8 
propereſt or the moſt expeditious way, are 
ſuch Gentlemen to be blamed as ſought for 
and made choice of a better? Theſe Things 
ſpeak themſelves; and in order to be fatisfied MW 
N how far the Conduct purſued was right, or that Þ 
7 recommended by the new Patriots fit to have have 
- been 
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been purſued, we have nothing to do but to 
reflect which deſerved the Preference, the Con- 
cerns of the Nation, or the Views of a Party; 
for in ſpite of Speeches, Papers, Pamphlets, and 
all the Artillery of factious Men, this is the 
true Queſtion, this is the ſingle Queſtion, and 
L on the Deciſion of this Queſtion the whole 
3 12 depends. 

But, ſay the new Patriots, the Conduct of 
the Gentlemen you defend, may be better ac- 
12 for another way. Upon the Adjourn- 
ment they had a proſpect of becoming. Mini- 
ſters themſelves, and this gave a new turn to 
cheir Thoughts and Actions. But let us con- 
| 3 : nder by whom this is ſaid; does it not come 
9 L | from the Angry and the Diſappointed, from 

e thoſe who own they had Views on Places them- 
ſelves, and make no Secret of their being diſ- 
$ £ guſted by the giving thoſe Places to any but 
Ichemſelves! ? Is not this ſingle Reflection a ſuf- 

ficient Anſwer to the Objection ? Did everany 
| 3 wiſe Man take the Character of another from 
: 4 6 profeſſed Enemy, or do they imagine that 
i} 2 © the Nation is as much piqued at their Diſap- 
ti == as themſelves ? There muſt have 


e een ſome Miniſters, the old ones were to go 
e out, and either theſe Gentlemen or the new 
= Y Parrions were to come in; but if the very Pro- 
1 est of coming in is fafficient to give a new turn 


4 4 to Men's Thoughts and Actions, what Security 
t has the Nation that the new Patriots would 
e have eſcaped the Infection? According to their 
1 E 2 Account 
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Account of the Matter, all Miniſters are dlike ; 
the Faults it ſeems are in the Places, rather 
than in the Men: fo that if this Inſinuation 
is allowed any weight, it will have too much 
for operating one way as ſtrongly as it does the : 
other; it will ſuggeſt the only Point of Secu- 
rity to be the having no Miniſters at all, which 
is an Abſurdity ; and therefore though the Re- 
flection may at firſt glance ſeem to have ſome 
appearance of Wit, yet upon a thorough En- 
quiry it is plain that it has no Foundation in 
Reaſon, but is preciſely ' what one might ex- 
pect from the Warmth of theſe People's Indig-- 
nation, and ought therefore ta be taken not as a. 
Mark of their Penetration, but of their Paſſion. : 
If we enter into the Merits of the Cauſe, and 
endeavour to diſcover whether the Thoughts 
of coming into Power did or did not affect the 
Minds of theſe Gentlemen and prevail on them 
to change their Sentiments, the faireſt way is 
to conſider how they would have acted, ſup- 
poſing they had kept their Integrity and intend- 
& to have ſhewn themſelves as much Patriots 
when veſted with Authority, as when conteſt- 
ing the Effects of it. In this caſe, their. firſt 
Care muſt have been the ſettling ſome ſort of 
Miniſtry that the Affairs of Government might 
go on in their proper Channels, and that Fo- 
reigners ſeeing the ſteadineſs of our Conduct in 
this reſpect, might form proper Ideas of it, and 
be ſatisfied that things were not to fall inta 
confuſion, . This then they did, and the Per- 
. 8 220 3 ſons 


ö ( 29-) 
ſons made choice of, were Men as eminent for 
their Integrity and their Intereſt in their Coun- 
try, as any in the Kingdom; and as to the 
Objections which have been raiſed againſt them, 
(as againſt whom would there not © ho been 
Objections rais'd ?) they only amount to this, 
that they are not Perſons: properly qualified to 
head or lead. Parties; which conſidered in a 
national Senſe, is perhaps the greateſt, Com- 
mendation that could have been given them. 
In the next, place it became them to cool thoſe 
Heats, and compoſe thoſe Differences which 
diſturbed. the great Aſſembly, that ought. al- 
ways to be — Object of the People s higheſt 
Veneration, in order to bring it to ſach a 
Temper, as 22 ſuit the preſent critical Con- 
juncture, and the many important Affairs of 
all ſorts that were to come before them. This 
too they did with extraordinary Diligence and 
happily, for us, happily for all Europe, with 
a8 extraordinary Succeſs. Laſtly, it was re- 
quiſite to ſhew that their late . was 
not owing to groundleſs Fancies, or perſonal 
Prejudices; to enter upon ſuch an Enquiry, as 
might bring the true State of our domeſtick 
Affairs to lein and by laying open the Wound 
facilitate the Cure. This too they have 
done, and tho the new Patriots ſeem of all 
others to be the leaſt pleas d with the Iſſue it 
has had, which, conſidering, their own Cla- 
mour and Conduct, is not a little unaccounta- 
ble, yet thus much even hey muſt oaks 
5 ; bo- 
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however other people may be, the preſent Mi- 
niſtry are ſtrongly affected by it, they have 
expoſed the dangerous Effects of J nfluence, and 
by expoſing have diſavow d it, they have ſhewn 
the ' wrong Steps of others in a very clear 
light, and how: wi in theſe at leaſt they muſt 
take care to go right themſelves; they have 
ſhewn the Nation the Neceſſity of reforming, 
and have thereby juſtified ther Expectations 
of a thorough Reformation. Hence I think it 
clear that the Proſpect, and even the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of miniſterial Power, has not at all chang'd 
them, but that as far as the Nature and Cir- 
cumſtances of things would admit, they have 
ſhewn as high a Spirit of Patriotiſm, fince 
they were at the Helm, as when they oppoſed 
thoſe who ſate there. If they have not ac- 
compliſhed all, or the greateſt part of what 
was hoped for from them, it does not appear to 
be at all their Faults, and we may run a great 
hazard of never ſeeing thoſe things accom- 
pliſhed, it we ſhould prove Mr either in 
Gratitude or Patience. 

If I ſhould continue to run through all the 
idle Stories that have' been invented, and all the 
malicious Reflections that have been made on 
che Conduct of ſuch as are lately come into 
Power, I might be rather apprehenſive of 
titing than hopeful of convincing my Readers; 
for, as the Proverb is often verified, that a Fool 
may aſk more Queſtions than a wiſe man can 
anſwer; 10 nothing is more certain, than that 
— 5 a 


N 

a peeviſi Politician may ſtart more Objections 
in an Hour, than an honeſt Man can ſolve in 
a Week, though at the Bottom: there may be 
very little in any of them. Having therefore 
accounted for ſuch ſteps, as have been moſt 
ſtrongly miſrepreſented, and which make the 
greateſt Impreſſion on the Minds of well- 
meaning People; I come now to the ſecond 
Part of my Taſk, and that is; to ſet the Beha- 
viour of theſe Gentlemen in its true Light, to 
ſhew the People of England the grounds upon 
which they have atted, the ſtate into which 
they have brought publick Affairs, and the 
Probability there is of their making us a great 
and happy Nation, if we will but allow them 
to proceed on a proper Plan, and not force them 
into the Road of Parties, which was ſo long 


troubleſome, and at laſt fatal to an Prede- 


ceſſors. 

In the firſt place I lay it down as a thing 
certain, that a true Stateſman and worthy Mi- 
niſter is one who places his Happineſs in pro- 
moting the King's Honour, and his Country's 
good; and that a bad Stateſman, or an evil Mi- 
niſter, is one who prefers the Gratification of 
his own Humour, whatever it is, whether the 
Affectation of Power, Wealth or Popularity, 
to the true Intereſt of his Maſter and his Fel- 
low- Subjects. Upon this Principle I take it 
for granted that the former will be always an 
enemy to Factions, and that the latter will en- 
courage and endeavour to govern by them. 


Theſe 


J 


Theſe are Truths ſo clear to every Man, who 


has a right Turn for Politicks, that it would 
be Time loſt to endeavour to prove them, and 
have in all Ages explain'd themſelves ſo. evi- 


dently by their Effects, that no Man who is 


. well acquainted with our Hiſtory can doubt 


them. If therefore I prove, that ſuch as have 


lately come into Power, have ſhewn a proper 
Reſpect to the Throne, much Tenderneſs for 
the People's true Intereſt, and very little Regard 
to what the World calls their own ; then I 
ſhall have done all that I propoſed, and enough 
I hope to put out of countenance the new Op- 
poſition. 
We all know that there has been for many 
Years paſt a violent Struggle between Parties, 
which came to be denominated at laſt, Court 
and Country, but with fo little Correſpondence 
to their Titles, that the Bulk of thoſe who 
were ſtiled Courtiers, ſhew'd themſelves upon 
all Occafions zealous for Liberty ; and many 
amongſt them who boaſted of their Love to 
their Country, were known to have made very 
bad uſes of Power, when they had it formerly 
in their hands. Theſe Names however ſervd 
to keep Gentlemen together, and to amuſe the 
People. In the end, after a long T rial of 
Skill, in which I will be bold to ſay, the 
Conſtitution ſuffer d deeply from Attempts on 
both ſides, it became at laſt plain that the 
Courtiers could not keep their ground. This 


gave an Opportunity to ſuch as ſincerely de- 
fired 
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fired to ſerve their, Country an , one fide, and 
ſuch as ſought to fave it on the” other, to enter 
into a friendly ats lch a for putting the. 
publick Affairs into ſuch a Channel, as might 
make the N ation ſafe and ealy, and leave nel 
ther Party at the mercy of the other. y 
In YE Alterations as theſe, our Conſtitu- 
tion has wiſely provided that nothing can be 
done without the Conſent of the Crown, and 
indeed it would be very hard if the Exerciſe 
of any part of the Royal Authority, ſhould 
be convey d by any other Power than HIS from 
whom it flows. In the preſent Cafe, ſuch Al- 
terations were made as ſeem'd moſt expedient 
for the Satisfaction of the People, and for the 
Satisfaction alſo of their Sovereign. A great 
Miniſter was removed, who ſeem'd to be the 
principal Object of Reſentment, 'and that 
Gentleman was brought into his Place whom 
the Country Party had entruſted to point out 
the Reaſons why they defired he ould be 
remoyed, and whoſe Behaviour upon that oc- 
caſion they had ſo much applauded. In every 
other Step the ſame Care was taken, in order 
to ſhew that nothing would be omitted that 
might tend to gratify the ExpeCtations of the 
People, except. removing without Cauſe, the 
old immediate Servants of the Prince. If a 
contrary Conduct had prevailed, if the Admi- 
niſtration had been taken as it were by Storm, 
and puſhing Men had ſeiz'd whatever Places 


they lik'd, almoſt without the Ceremony of 
FP. aſking, 


13 
1 are i ae 
cern the Conſequences. 

It is true that ſeveral who had been warmly 
| Nez f in the Oppoſition, came in early, and 
accepted of Places; but then it is as true that 
they did not accept them till it was for their 
Country's Service, and when they could not 
have been otherwiſe ſo well beſtow'd. Many 
Exceptions indeed have been taken to theit 
Conduct in this reſpect, but when we exa- 
mine them to the Bottom, they will be found 
to be Exceptions rather to their leaving o- 
ther People ſſeſs d of Places, than to their 
coming in t jemſelves. And this, if ſtrictly 
conſider d, proves ſomething well worthy + 
the Nation's Notice; for either they wanted 
the Power of doing this, and then it is plain 
that Party cannot do all, which is a very good 
thing 3 or elſe they wanted the Will of re- 
moving indiſcriminately every Man that had 
been againſt them; and if ſo, it ſhews them 
to be very Fool Men; either way the State is 
a Gainer, ſince otherwiſe it muſt have ſuffer d 
new Convulſions for the defeated Party would 
never have fate down in quiet, and ] believe 
the moſt ſanguine Men amongſt us are con- 
Ainced that they were not ſo thoroughly de- 
feated, as to be out of a Condition to make 
head again, 
The Effects which follow'd this Tempera- 
ment of our Councils were of ſuch viſible Ad- 


vantage to the Publick, as ought to have 
- raiſed 


nn 


5 raiſed univerſal Joy, Affairs at home went 
as well as could be expected; the Parliament 
granted liberal Supplies, and deſtin'd theſe to 
proper Uſes; in conſequence of this, Affairs 
took a new Turn abroad, a Turn equally a- 
reeable to our Wiſhes and ſuperiour to' our 
{vr 10h aTurn which evidently ſhews that 
Britain can never owe her Misfortune to an) 
other Cauſe than the Heat and Violence of Par- 
ties; which onght to convince us, that the on- 
ly Method to preſerve and promote the Ad- 
vantages we have already gain'd, is ſteadily to 
purſue that Method by which they accrued'; 
to conſider Miniſters in no other Light, than 
as they honeſtly and diligently execute their 
Offices, and to admit that only for publick Spi- 
rit, which has a Tendency to promote the good 
of the whole, and not. to aggrandize any par- 
ticular Set of Man. This is the only end at 
which the People ought to aim, becauſe it is 
the only one. that can poſſibly be beneficial to 
them, and fix their Happineſs upon what my 
be truely called a Broad Bottom. 
| What has been faid in juſtification of the 
Meaſures enter'd into by theſe Gentlemen, is 
juſt and natural, as all Concluſions are that 
flow from Truths ; ; whereas the Exceptions 
that have been taken to their Conduct, are 
ſuch as might have been taken, ſuppoſing their 
Conduct to have been right 1 3 any Princi- 
ples, If the Government could ſubſiſt, if the 
King could be ſerved, or the Buſineſs of the 
F 2 State 
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State dats: on n without Miniſters, why then 
it might be right to blame a Man for accept- 
ing a miniſterial Office; but while this is im- 
poſſible, the pretending to fx an Imputation 
on one who accepts ſuch an Office, is doing 
Injuſtice to the Publick, ſince it is little better 
than ſaying, that no honeſt Man can be in 
her Service. Neither are particular Objec- 
tions better ſupported, than theſe general 
Strokes of Cenſure; Integrity and Application 
are the higheſt Qualifications that can be ex- 
in a Perſon who is intruſted with the 
Publick Treaſure, and who by his Office has a 
rticular Power to prevent it from being 
ſquandred by other Men. When therefore it is 
objected that ſuch a Man wants Popularity, and 
is not well turn d for heading a Party, inſtead 
of Exceptions, theſe A to be conſider'd as 
additional Graces to his Character, ſince from 
Juch a Man we have all things to hope, and 
nothing to fear. Again, the Flirts at a Noble 
Lord who preſides at that Board, amount to 
no more than this, that he was never violent 
on the ſide of any Party, and conſequently 
can have but very few Enemies, and no ſecret 
Views for himſelf inconſiſtent with the In- 
tereſt of his Country, At another Board the 
- Caſe is the ſame ; all the World allows the A- 
. bility of thoſe who are ſeated there, their 
Probity was never drawn. into queſtion before 


. 8551 had Places, and their Behaviour ſince, 
has 
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has been ſuch as would have put it out of 
doubt if it had. | 

The Circamſpedtion the efore that has been 
aſed: in this Diſtribution of Offices, and the 
hitherto unexceptionable Uſe of Power made 
by thoſe who are poſſeſs d of it, ought to free 
us from Apprehenſions, and fill us with Ex- 


pectations. We have no reaſon to fear while 


ſuch Men are at the Helm, that any undue 
Influence will be exerted, and there are good 
Grounds to believe that when things are tho- 
roughly ſettled, and the Minds of Men per- 
fectly cool, that proper. Methods will be ta- 
ken to ſecure us and our Poſteri ty from 'the 
Fraud or Violence of ſucceeding Miniſtries, as 


far as the Circumſtances of things, and the 


Nature of our Conſtitution will allow. As all 
things cannot be done, it is unreaſonable to 
defire they ſhould be, or to clamour becauſe 
they are not done at once. If the new Mi- 


niſtry have hitherto perform'd all that lay in 


their Power, then we neither can nor ought 
to ſay they have done amiſs ; and in return it 


ſhould be our Care not to vex our ſelves, or 
diſtreſs them becauſe they have not done more: 


there are proper Seaſons for all things, and if 


they have brought to Maturity what in re- 


ſpect to the Publick deſerv'd to be firſt culti- 
-vated, they have not only done their Duty for 
'the preſent, but have likewiſe given us an 


2 


Earneſt of their bringing all things to perfec- 


tion in time. They * already got over great 
Diffi- 


* 
* and though bor a axe 1 ku 
mount, yet we have not the leaſt Occaſion to 
ſurmiſe that” either Abilities or Diligence will 
be wanting to conquer theſe. They haye 77 
dently ſhewn a Deſire of attending to the Af. 
fairs i the Nation, rather than promoting thei 
own particular Intereſt, and this Self-Denial 
and Diſintereſtedneſs it may be hoped will ſet a 
good Example to others, — by degrees ſpread 
a hike "Temper thro' all. 
The natural Impatience of Mankind to hays 
in their Power whatever oy .are made to. be- 


| lieve is for their good, is the true Source of 
that Readineſs 4 bas been-ſhewn to blame 
ſuch as have lately come into Places, for not 
obtaining every thing that was alked! in a Mo- 
ment. We neyer conſider that the Seſſions of 
Parliament was far ſpent before the new E- 
ſtabliſhiment was B10. that is, before Men 
were ſettled in their Views, and knew what 
they were doing; and it is a very unfair thing 
to conclude that a Man is againſt this or that 
thing, becauſe he is not for it at a particular 
Juncture. Every Seaſon is certainly proper in 
which any good Act can be got, but where 


pus: is liable toany Incertainty, he is generally 


ing the beſt Friend to his Country, who 
is leaſt inclined to puſh ſuch Projects in its Fa- 
your, as he is morally certain will prove abortive. 
Ties of Intereſt, Heat of Oppoſition, the Re- 
membrance of a recent Denial of the fame 
; thing, may work ſtrongly even with Men who 


I are 
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vel wal diſpoſed } in the a and therbſor 
it is mote prudent to wait a little till theſe 
Circumſtances are removed, than to run the 
hazard of their Oonſequences, « when little or 
nothing is: to be apprehended from Delay. Our 
Concerns abroad Were within theſe few Months 
in ſuch a Situation, that if proper. Care had 
not 'been taken of them, ovr Liberty could 
ſcarce have been ſecured by any Precautions | 
we could have uſed at home; our Miniſtry 
therefore were obli iged to turn their Thoughts 
that way for a time, and to conſider all things 
only as they had a Reference thereto. But 
now this Point is in ſome meaſure ſecured, 
and very probably may be effectually fo before 
another Seſſions of Parliament, there is no 
doubt to be made but they will then take o- 
ther things into their Conſideration, and pro- 
fecute them with the fame e and Suc- 
ces as they did this. 
lam well enough apprized that « one To- 
pick of Cenfure amòôngſt the new Patriots, is 
the Liberality of the Parliament in the kalt 
Seſſions, and the: Unanimity with which they 
granted ſuch large Sums. But really the rea- 
ſoning made uſe of upon this Head, ſurpaſſes 
my Comp rehenfion. ' If the Money given had 
been given n cat Reaſon or Wielt Account, 
there had been good grounds for this Charge: 
but as it was not, 1 4 none. Before the Supplies 
were given, all Parties ſeem'd to diſcern their 
Neceſſity; and ſince, the Clamour has been ſet 


vn 


up by ſome who did not find their —— 
Ends anſwered by the Gift. If the Publick 
has extraordinary Occaſions, it is the Duty f 
the Miniſtry to repreſent, nay it is both their 
Duty and their Intereſt to place them in the 
ſtrongeſt Light; for if they ſhould not be ſup- 
plied, and any evil ene follow there- 
on, the Miniſtry would be made anſwerable 
for them; and the Caſe being ſo, to make them 
anſwerable alſo for the Supplies, is à little too 
hard. If indeed they had created the Neceſ- 
ſity, we might have had Reaſon to complain; 
but as this is not ſo much as pretended, all 
Complaints on this Head are viſibly void of 
Foundation, and flow from nothing but a 
peeviſh Diſlike to Miniſters, which if we do 
not correct in time, may be more fatal to us 
than them, ſince it can ſcarce be ſuppoſed 
that we can long be well ſerved, if we con- 
ſtantly and cauffeſi go on in mal- treating 
ſuch as are in our Service. This has been but 
too general a Reproach on every free State that 
has ever exiſted, and therefore the Common- 
neſs of the Fault ought to make us the more 
careful to ſhun it. 

| Theſe Reflections put me in mind of a 
thing I ſhould otherwiſe have paſs'd over, and 
might perhaps have been mentioned hereafter 
as a Fact purpoſely declined becauſe unan- 
ſwerable, tho' in reality it is ſo ſhameſul and 
fo notoriouſly falſe, that it deſerves no an- 


Iver ; 3 I mean the baſe Inſinuation that the 
| Peace 
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Ponte between the Queen-of Hungary andthe. 
King of Pruffia, was very little promoted by 


the Mediation of Great Britain, but was 


rather: owing to Accidents, particularly — * 

Battel, in which his Pruſſun Majeſty had 

the Advantage. As to the Truth of the Fact, 
that the Treaty was owing ſolely to our In- 


terpoſition, we have the fulleſt and the faireſt 
Evidence that can be deſired; the King's Speech 


at the beginning of the laſt Seſſions of Farin- 


ment hints at this Negotiation, the con 
Parties have acknowledged it with all ima- 


| ginable Teſtimonies of Thankfulneſs and Gra- 


titude, it appears on the Face of the Treaty 
itſelf in the moſt ample Manner. The Mini- 
ſters of the contracting Powers have taken No- 
tice of it in their Memorials to the States Ge- 
neral; and his Majeſty aſſerts it in his Speech 
at the Cloſe of the Seſſions, not only in direct, 


but alſo in the ſtrongeſt Terms. Upon the 


Truth of this Fact all our ſubſequent Negotia- 
tions ſtand; and every Step that has been taken 


ſince towards the eſtabliſhing the Peace and 


Independency of Europe, is in conſequence not 
only of the "Treaty of Breſlau, but of the Share 


his Britannick Majeſty had therein. This is 
notorious to all the World—except a handful 


of diſcontented People in Britain, who will 


believe nothing that does their Country Ho- 


nour. 
We may judge by this Specimen of their 
f and Vngerttanding,, how far they are 
G to 
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to be truſted in other Reſpects. For the ſame 
WW Neaſon that this Treaty is aſcribed to Chance 
= or Accident, our Alliance with the King of 
4 Sarditis may be queſtion d, our Aﬀiſtance to 
* the Queen of Hungary denied, and our Sin- 
4 cerity in the Propoſitions we have made to the 
Duteb drawn into Diſpute. But ſute the Na- 
tion in general will never give any Counte- 
nance to a Proceeding like this, or ſuffer them - 
felves to be impoſed on in fo groſs a manner, 
in a matter which ſo nearly concerns them. It 
looks as if the Inventors of this Story thought 
that their Countrymen were mad enough to 
With their own Ruin, fo they might charge it 
of and revenge it on a Miniſtry. Indeed if this 
FB Practice ſhould: prevail, we might be ma fair way 
3 of being undone;fot what Encouragement would 
any Miniſtry have to ſerve ſo ungrateful a Peo- 
ple; or What Enemy would defpair of carrying 
their Point againſt a Nation prone to believe 
every thing to their own Diſhonour, and in- 
3 elin' d to diſtreſs ſuch as endeavour to do them 
"A Bervice ? A Set of People at liberty to coin 
= Falſe Money, would always have the Appear- 
ance of Riches ;- and a Set of Men who think 
themſelves at liberty to coin falſe Facts, can 
never be at a loſs for a Charge againſt the 
beſt Miniſtry'that ever was, or will be; but 
in both · Caſes the Cheats themſelves will ſcarce 
be more culpable than the Fools that give them 
Credit. Where our Property or our Safety 
are at Stake, it behoves us to have our Eyes 
h | 1 E 
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| open, and ifby winking we encourage Frauds, 
we eee e n os 
to complain. 
But — in Malice and Abſurdity 
even this ſtrange Behaviour, is the Conduct of 
certain Perſons towards a Nobleman who de- 
Seat in the Houſe of Peers to the Service he 
has done the Nation. Hie diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf early by his Love of Liberty, and has up- 


whatever Meaſures appear d to him detrimen- 
tal, or diſhonourable to his Country. This 


Care of the publick Welfare, join'd tohis Zeal 
for the Royal Family, advanc'd him many 


Years ago to Places of Honour: and Profit, 
Reputation by his 
diligent Diſcharge of his Duty, than he ſhew!d 


Dilintereſtedneſs and true publick Spirit by 


reſigning them, when his remaining in Power 
might ſeem to countenance ſuch Meaſures as 


were dangerous to the Nation. Upon this 


Plan of Action we have ſeen him warmly con- 
RY againſt the South-Sea Scheme, and 
every other iniquitous Scheme from that. time 


to this. His indefatigable Pains, his bold and 


free Manner of ſpeaking, his inflexible Cou- 
rage, his invincible Probity have render'd 
him ſo remarkable, and have been ſo often 


confeſſed by Enemies as well as Friends, 
that one would think no Man could have a 
more unenvied Right to Honour, and that 
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the People of Bin might San * ö 
de the: Peerage, as the Romans did of 
one of their Emperors, that none could de- 
eve that Dignity better than him whoſe ito 
ufs a continued Cenſorſip. 
In reſpect of the late — of Parties, 
the Conduct of this Noble Perſon was preciſe- 
Jy ſuch as a wiſe Man! would have expected, 
ne was ſevere on wrong Meaſures, but tender 
of Men's Perſons, indefatigable in his Endea- 
vours to ſerve the Nation, but averſe to all 
ſuch Steps as could only ſerve to ſhew his own 
or other Men's Reſentments. His Credit with 
both Parties was ſo high, that he was able to 
prevent things from running into Confuſion, 
and preſerved by his healing Advices, ſuch a Spi- 
rt of Moderation in a certain great Aſſembly, 
as enabled them to go through the publick 
Buſineſs in ſuch a Manner, as to receive the 
Thanks of their Sovereign, and to merit thoſe 
of all Europe. He did this too at a Juncture, 
when if either his Paſſion or Self- Intereſt had 
prevailed over his Reaſon and his Virtue, he 
might have acted a very different Part; be 
might have choſen what moſt in his Situation 
have choſen, to have made himſelf great and 
terrible as the Head of a Party; he might have 
thrown out ſounding Words to have charm'd 
the Populace, and by. a free Diſtribution - of 
fair Promiſes might have ſecured a numerous 
Body of Followers, who have . ſhewn them- 


{elves to be fond of nothing but Places, He 
might 
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9 ee hans bekd flater'd.up- 


| 2 it, by ſuch as nom defume hitm s but he was 


wiſe enough to diſdain, and honeſt enough to 
deteſt even the Thoughts 3 at 
the Expence of the People's s Intereſts... He 

knew what was fit to be done for them, and 
what was fit for him to do, heifaw the pro- 
per time was come to give a Check to that 
Spirit, which, under Colour of promoting Li- 
bey, mig ight in the end overturn the Conſti- 
tution. 3 was ſenſible that till Party-No- 
tions could be eradicated, the Freedom of the 
Senate and of the Nation, muſt depend upon 
the Balance of Parties; and thus he wiſely regu- 
lated his Conduct not by the chimerical Ma- 


xims of ſpeculative. Paliticians, but by the 
Circumſtances of things; and if he did not 


do all that could be wiſh'd in favour of his 
Country, he at leaſt did all that could pathbly 


be done. 


I have given a l Deſcription of his 
Conduct as it appears to me, and muſt ap- 
to any Man who examines it impartially, 

and reſolves to depend upon Facts and not on 
the Surmiſes of ſuch as have a viſible Intereſt 
in all they ſay. But there are two Points in 
reſpect to his Behaviour which deſerve parti- 
cular Notice ; the firſt is, that being conſciors 
to himſelf of having ſuffer'd in the Courſe of 
a long Diſpute, ſome Expreſſions to eſcape 
him which might be underſtood in ſuch a 
Senſe as implied perſonal Pr — he there- 
fore 


—— 


may be aid, he has 


N 


e Share in 4 personal 
Enquiry; which was an al Adtion dl you 
Senſe,” unaffefted Modeſty, and nice Hondur, 


Af 


that a Man muſt be intirely deſtitute: of them 


n The other 
was, his avoiding any Share in the Spoil, and 


; contenting himſelf with having all Places in 
his Power, without acct 
che former he ſhew'd 


ing any. As in 

he greateſt Genero- 
ſity, 10 in this he manifeſted - the higheſt 
Integrity; and as the one proves that he had 
loſt all Reſentment, ſo the other ſhews that 


he was untainted with Corruption. But it 
ted a Title. Ac- 


it, and what then? Has he not deferv'd 


it? Could the Crown do leſs for one who had 


done ſo much for the Nation? Or could a 
Man, after profeſſing ſuch Zeal for the Conſti- 
tution, refuſe the only Reward conſiſtent 
therewith. If he accepted a Title, he does 
Honour to that Title; and if he had declined 
it, he would have diſnonour d himſelf, he 


would have drawn an Imputation on the Ap- 


pearance of Patriotiſm ; and it might then 
have been ſuſpected, that to be well with the 
People, a Man ſlighted the Favours of his 
Prince; which I hope is not yet, or ever will 
be the Caſe in Britain. 
If it ſhould be expected. that now I ought 
to reckon up the Objections made by the o- 
ther Side, I muſt Jefire to be excuſed. To 


repeat idle Stories, malicious Jeſts, ground- 
| leſs 
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quainted with them ſeek them in the Pi 
Journals, Verſe and Proſe Pamphlets, through 
which they are ſcattered, and let them re- 
member while they are thus em ed, that 
no Man's Innocence can defend him from ſuch 
Inſults,” We know that Scandal is a Tax every 
Man pays for being eminent. It is the Slave 
that runs behind the triumphant Chariot to 
allay the Hero's Joy, and — hirn in mind of 
Mortality; that is, in other Words, to teach 
him — AJ Men to deal with, who can- 
not beſtow unmixed Praiſe, or forbear join 

Envy with their Admiration. But we 2 
have a care of puſhing this too far for our 


own ſakes, if we b beſpatter Men in proportion 
| as they ferve ns, and pay ſuch Patriots as re- 


fuſe to pay themſelves with Injuries and Re- 
proaches, it may be doubtful whether in fuc- 
ceeding times this may not deter others from 
following their Examples; for though, as 1 
once before obſerved, this Conduct has been 
too common in Free States, yet the Conſe- 
nences are ſuch as ought to make us fearful 
at Men who hope for no other Reward than 


Fame, will not be content to truſt even for 


that to Poſterity, but rather incline to take 
ſomething of leſs Value, becauſe more certain 
and nearer at hand. We ſhew our own Cor- 
ruption by ** all Men, and diſcover 


an 


n WES . 
an unreaſonable & . of Cenſure, 80 we 
the Great for want of publick Spirit, 
and yet take pains to leſſen its Merit; and every 
to draw its Reality into Diſpute, : when it is 
found in the moſt eminent Degree. We gra- 
tify our Spleen indeed in ſuch Reflections, but: 
then we proſtitute our Judgments, and. by aſ- 
2 7 Benefactors rer _ as of our- 
5 ; Upon- the: whole, F we examine the bee. 
ſent State of Things with. a View to the Inte- 
reſt of the Nation, and without any Biaſs from 
Party, we cannot but diſcover a very agreeable. 
Proſpect, the greateſt, the wiſeſt, and the wor- 
thie Perſons i in the three Kingdoms (at leaſt 
ſo reputed before they accepted Places) are now 
at the head of Affairs. They have heretofore 
declared in the moſt publick manner in favour 
of Liberty and the Rights of the People, and 
nothing in their Conduct has given us any 5 
reaſon to ſuſpect that they have changed t Far 
Sentiments with their Stations. In reſpect to 
their Councils, they have purſued ſuch — 
as the Honour and Abet of their Country 
required, and were dictated to them by the 
Voice of the People; ſo that if we fall foul of 
them at preſent, we muſt give the lye to our- 
ſelves ;- if they have conſented in a legiſlative 
Capacity to the raiſing of Troops, they have 
as Miniſters employed them; if they nd | 
* Fleets at a great expence to FA Natio io, 
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they have employed thoſe Fleets in ſuch a man: 
ner that their greateſt Enemies cannot ſay that 
even double the Sum which that Expence 
may amount to, would have been thrown a- 
way. ' This has made us formidable, and at 
the fame time rendered us beloved and reſpect- 
ed abroad; why then ſhould it not contribute 
in ſome meaſure to render us content at home? 
If we have not obtained all the Laws that may 


2 


be requiſite for ſecuring the Freedom and Pri- 


vileges of Elections, for checking the Power 
of Influence, and in ſhort for putting the Li- 
berty of .the Subject abſolutely out of Fear, 8 
well as Danger, a little Reflection will ſhew us 
the true Cauſe why all this was not done. 


4 


fore Examination and Enquiry were made, at 
a tire when Mens Hopes and Fears beat high, 
eould a perfect Reformation be by any wiſe 
Man hoped for; or, is leis. than a perfect Re- 
formation what we ſeek? There muſt be Lei- 
ſure for Men's Paſſions to cool, there mult be 
room left for Jealouſies of all ſorts to ſubſide, 


| While Clamour and Party Spirit prevailed, be- 


there muſt be proper Opportunities taken to 


ſhew that even private Intereſts are beſt pro- 
vided for by ſuch Laws as are for the publick 
Benefit, and then we ſhall ſee that clear, ex- 
plicit and effectual Bills will be brought in by 
common Conſent, and carried through with, 
little Oppoſition, The preſent Parliament has 
already done much; in the next Seſſions we! 

F H may 
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may juſtly expect more, and in time all. 
I fay; this we may expect, becauſe there is no 
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pretence for ſaying, that any of the Gentlemen 
who have been lately attacked as Deſerters of 


their former Principles, have actually ſaid or 


done any thing which ſhews the leaſt ſign of 
their harbouring any ſuch Intention. On the 
contrary,” they have made the moſt ſolemn 
Profeſſion of their accepting Power, with no 
other view than to employ it for the Honour 
of the King and the Benefit of his Subjects. 
If before their coming into Power they were ac- 
knowledged to be Men of Honour, why ſhould 


we not believe theſe Profeſſions ? If ſince they 


have acquired Power, they have done none but 
popular things, why. ſhould not we believe 
their Actions? Theſe cannot certainly deceive 
us. If it is become a ſettled Maxim never to 


| rely on Place-Men, for God's fake let us re- 
| ſolve to truſt our ſelves ; let us have ſome Rule 


of judging ; let us not be toſs'd to and fro at 
the Mercy of every Wind and Wave, and by our 
own Violence and Mutability beget a Suſpicion 


that we are not ſafely to be truſted. This is 


the ſingle thing that can ruin us, and there- 


fore this is the ſingle thing we ought to avoid, 
if we have any reſpect 


to Honour, Intereſt or 
Happineſs, any real Care of our ſelves, or Con- 
cem for our Poſterit. 

I ſhall conclude with obſerving, that if you 


take 


* 9 * * > 
2 e by l 7 
= 0 3 y 9 ER N 9 


®. 
T: 


M 7 AS87858 838 


— 
* 


ve 


* it 5 


that Affairs 7 never go 
right till ſuch time as all in the new Oppoſition 


A 1 Places, to which all their high Pretences 


of Patriotiſm tend, then you mult go on in a 
continual Circle of Changes and Oppoſitions: : 
For if once oppoſing Power appears to be the 
ſole Road to Power, why then as Men grow 
up who have or who imagine they have Abili- 
ties to manage and conſequently a good Title 
to acquire Power, they will immediately throw 
themſelves into this Path, and perſiſt in it till 
they come to their wiſh' d for End. The 
bringing things into ſuch a Rotation, has been 
the conſtant Method by which all Free States 


have. been brought to their End. A certain 


Progreſſion of Power in conformity to their 
reſpective Conſtitutions, is natural to them all, 
and may ſometimes be quicken'd by Party- 

Struggles, without any very great Detriment; 


but when through the Force of Faction this 


Motion is increas'd to ſuch a degree of Rapi- 


dity, the Machine of Government is no lon- 


ger able to ſubſiſt, but either ſtops in Tyran- 


ny, or ſhivers into Anarchy. I am ſorry to 
expreſs my ſelf in Allegory, but there are ſome 


things which ought not to be ſpoke too plain- 
ly. I am perſuaded that there is Truth in 
what I fay, and that whoever conſiders it, will 
diſcern it, 

There never was an Oppoſition þ honeſt 
as to own, that Places were their only 


View, and therefore we need not wonder that 


H 2 Rea- 


and do not care to ſpeak out. 
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W are een bo iv chat the c 
of che late fition exiſt, Exiſt! ay, 
ever will exift; for if ſuch as Have declared 
themſelves for this Party were to be fn 


tigfied, a new Corps of Reaſoners world ſtart 


up, and we fhould hear of freſh Motives for 
continuing the Oppoſition. If the Gentlemen 
we are now to deal with had been in earneſt, 
ſuch warm and diſintereſted Friends to their 
Country, as they 


neceſſary to be done for the Nation's Service, 
and what would reconcile all Parties; and this 

in particular, not in general Terms: for if 
they are reaſonable Men as well as good Pa- 


themſelves out to be, 
they would ra told usplainly what were their 
Grounds of Diſcontent, what they thought 


triots, they muſt know what they Rok, and 


therefore can be at no Loſs for theſe Heads ; 


and if on the other hand they have a mind to 


make a Secret of their political Creed, they can- 
not with anyJuſtice pretend to perſecute ſuch as 
do not believe it. In ſhort, if they will tell 
us what they would have, we {hall know what 
to think; but if they perſiſt 1 in talking of re- 
pairing Overſights, ſettling Rights not rightly 
underſtood (which by the way is a hobbling 
Exprefſion) retrieving ſuch as have been ne- 
glected, acquiring thoſe to which we have a 
natural Title, and ſecuring ſuch as are liable 
to Abuſe, w hy we can never know what to 
think except it be — that theys want Places 


But 
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Briti/h.Nation can be 


content to ſee publick Affairs in proper Hands, 
m this a of Men of Birth, Breeding and 
Abilities, if they will allow a proper Time for 
all things, and rejoice at every Succeſs of their 
Miniſtry as if it was their own, as it certainly 
is; if they will be ſatisfied with injoying the 
utmoſt Stretch of Liberty at home, and be- 
lieve what they are told by the univerſal Con- 
ſent of foreign Nations as to their Reputation 
abroad, no doubt they may be both hap- 
py and great. But if they will liſten to no 
Information but what is brought them in 
Speeches, Journals and Pamphlets written by 
iatereſted Perſons, who are to find their Ac- 
count in impoſing upon them, why they will 
be impoſed upon, and conſequently will ne- 
ver be either great or happy, let Miniſters act as 
they will ; for they can only put things in our 
Power, whether we will or will not uſe 

them, depends upon our ſelves. 5 
But it may be ſaid, Oppoſitions have been 
neceſſary, and how ſhall we know that an 
Oppoſition is not neceſſary now? Why how 
do you know when any thing is neceſſary but 
by feeling the Want of it; at preſent it is 
certain we have very few political Wants, and _ 
thoſe we have, may undoubtedly be anſwered 
without an Oppoſition, whereas by the help of 
one, our beſt Friends may be reduced to want 
Power to relieve us, and we be brought by 
| FO own 
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